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was to work in co-operation with the Church, and in pursuance of
this policy he reached what is generally known as the Concordat
of 1840 with the National Society. The archbishop had the right
of nominating persons as inspectors of Church schools. The
instructions to the inspectors as regards religious teaching were to
be given by the archbishops, and the instructions issued to them
by the Committee of Council were to be shown to the archbishops
before they received sanction. Duplicate copies of the inspectors'
reports were to be sent to the archbishop of the province and the
bishop of the diocese. Mr. Tremenheere had already been
appointed as inspector, but the Concordat restricted his activities
to the schools of the British and Foreign School Society. The Rev.
J. Allen was made inspector of Church schools, and Mr. J. Gibson
inspector for Scotland.
The real clash of the denominations came in 1843 and was
occasioned by a Factory Bill introduced by the Home Secretary, Sir
James Graham. The factory inspectors appointed to ensure that
the legislation of 1833 was being observed had for some years
reported that there was a wholesale evasion of the provisions of
the Act. Not only did they wish to see the regulations concerning
the employment of children extended to factories other than those
specified in 1833, but they also urged upon the Government the
necessity of defining when the eight hours work should take place.
Many factories began the day's work at 5.30 a.m. and closed down
at 8.30 p.m. Children could be employed at any eight hours of
this period, and the practical result was that in many instances they
did part of their work before, and the remainder* after, dinner. They
might be on or about the factory premises during the whole of the
period and thus provide a temptation to an unscrupulous employer
to make use of their services for more than the legal hours.
Lord Ashley obtained in 1840 the appointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into the Act for the Regulation of Mills and
Factories. The reports of the factory inspectors decided the Com-
mittee to recommend that children under the age of thirteen should
not be employed for more than seven hours a day, and that this
work should be performed either before or after the factory dinner-
hour. It was thought that this amendment would enable many
children to attend the National and British Schools on certain half-
days during the week.
Some factory inspectors considered that employers should not
be called upon to provide schools for the children in their factories.